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*Farm milk equivalent estimates calculated on a milkfat basis. For market reports updated monthly, visit progressiveforage.com
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SUGAR SUPPLEMENTATION INCREASES
VALUE OF MILK COMPONENTS

A meta-analysis by independent scientists found that dietary sugar
supplementation increased milk fat and protein yields with the optimal
response being observed when total dietary sugar is 7% of DMI. Cows
producing more than 74 pounds of milk had 0.18 pounds increase of milk
fat, 0.2 pounds increase of milk protein, and 4.7 pounds increase of 3.5%
FCM. QLF liquid supplements provide dietary sugar, and help improve feed
intake, milk and component production.
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2023 was a year of lower annual

milk production

Progressive Dairy Editor Audrey Schmitz

Lower milk prices, dairy income
margins that reached catastrophic levels,
and shrinking heifer and cow numbers that
restricted supplies and increased costs of
replacement animals all contributed to an
uncommon trend in 2023 — total annual
milk production that was lower than
the year before. Dairy herd attrition and
consolidation continued.

U.S. milk production

U.S. milk production fell to 226.36
billion pounds in 2023, down 52 million
pounds from 2022. Annual milk
production had exceeded year-earlier totals
for most of the past quarter century, down
only in 2001 and 2009.

Fifteen states registered annual milk
production increases during 2023, led by
South Dakota and Indiana. Offsetting
those gains, 31 states yielded production
declines compared with 2022, led by
Arkansas and Mississippi.

State ranking

Based on annual milk production,
there were several minor changes in major
dairy state rankings compared to 2022.
Kentucky and North Carolina moved
ahead to 26 and 27, respectively, while
Missouri fell two positions to 28. New
Jersey moved ahead of Mississippi to 42.

Licensed herds

In another year of attrition and
consolidation, the annual average number
of dairy farms commercially licensed to
sell milk fell to 26,290, a decline of 1,642
(about 6%) from the year before and down
about 20,685 (44%) since 2013.

On a percentage basis, year-over-year

The Power of
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putting the power of good bacteria

to work. Daily feeding supports
normal functions of the rumen
and intestinal tract — digestion,
absorption, barrier functions and
immunity — and keeps your cows
healthy. It's the power of good
bacteria at work. To learn more,
visit chr-hansen.com.

BoVamine“Dairy Plus

declines were fairly steady across the U.S.,
but 90% of the decline in herd numbers
occurred in the Midwest and East.
Wisconsin remains the nation’s leader in the
number of herds, at 5,920, but it declined
by 430 in 2023. Herd numbers were down a
combined 350 in Minnesota and New York,
and down 160 in Michigan.

Cow numbers

The U.S. cow herd averaged 9.386
million cows in 2023, down 14,000 head
from 2022’s average. The year featured some
growth in cow numbers during the first
quarter, a trend that reversed as milk prices
and income margins slipped to catastrophic
levels. By November, cow numbers fell to
about 9.345 million head, down 56,000
head from January 2023.

Nine states increased cow numbers in
2023, but almost two-thirds of the total
increase came in just two states, South
Dakota and Idaho.

Twenty-eight states had fewer cows than
the year before, with 11 others unchanged.
Largest declines were in New Mexico
(-17,000), California (-5,000) and Missouri
(-5,000).

California remains the national leader
in cow numbers with 1.714 million head,
followed by Wisconsin with 1.27 million
head.

Herd size

The national average dairy herd size
grew to 357 cows in 2023, up 20 cows (6%)
from 2022. The Southwest showed the
largest increase, up 66 head, and held claim
to the largest average herd size, at 1,756
head.

The largest herds were in New Mexico,

. Licensed Average
(inpr;(l')ll'ij;ztt:?lrllls] (in tﬁgtzlgusnds] [lbscpgr“g’eur) dairy herds herd size
2009 189,334 9,203 20,573 54,942 168
2010 192,848 9,119 21,148 53,132 172
2011 196,164 9,194 21,336 51,291 179
2012 200,537 9,233 21,720 49,281 187
2013 201,231 9,224 21,816 46,975 196
2014 206,054 9,257 22,259 44,809 207
2015 208,597 9,314 22,396 43,534 214
2016 212,405 9,325 22,778 41,819 223
2017 215,466 9,392 22,941 40,219 234
2018 217,568 9,398 23,150 37,468 251
2019 218,441 9,337 23,395 34,207 273
2020 223,220 9,388 23,777 31,657 297
2021 226,293 9,449 23,949 29,842 317
2022 226,462 9,402 24,087 27,932 337
2023 226,364 9,386 24117 26,290 357
Dairy receipts
as a % of
Milk per cow Number of state’s total
(lbs of milk) licensed herds farm receipts
Top 10 Top 10 Top 10
Michigan 27,564 Wisconsin 5,920 Vermont 65%
Wyoming 26,226 Pennsylvania 4,940 New York 54%
Colorado 25,930 New York 3,040 Wisconsin 47%
Texas 25,802 Minnesota 1,855 New Mexico 45%
New York 25,522 Ohio 1,465 Idaho 38%
Wisconsin 25,294 California 1,070 Pennsylvania 27%
Idaho 25,228 Michigan 850 Michigan 24%
Nebraska 24,815 lowa 750 Arizona 23%
lowa 24,679 Indiana 700 New Hampshire 22%
New Mexico 24,587 Vermont 500 Nevada 21%
which averaged 2,710 cows, a 92- of 9.8%, reaching 277 cows

2023 U.S. dairy statistics

U.S. dairy industry 15-year overview
Total milk Number of Milk per

cow increase from 2022.

Dairy herds averaged more
than 2,000 head in four states
(New Mexico, Arizona, Texas and
Wyoming) and more than 1,000
head in seven others. The size of
Midwest herds grew by an average

Milk per cow

annual milk production per

MILK PARLORS | COMMODITY BARNS
HAY STORAGE | STALL BARNS
DIGESTER BUILDINGS

LEARN MORE AT:
fbibuildings.com/dairy | (800) 552-2981

per herd.

Influenced by high feed costs and

base-excess programs, national average

cow

increased just 0.1%, up just 30 pounds
in 2023 to 24,117 pounds. 2




volac? (| [éZle  £F; |EDXZIEE llFBi Buldings
? o
2023

2023 U.S. dairy statistics

> 3 10 Washington |
6,223 Y -0.3%

[N 258 | [0 310

North Dakota
270 Y -15.4%

12 | 8 35

Midwest 34%

10-year changes by state | 0 24120 (1] 832 N = Vinnesota @ southwest a1
Montana 10,500 A +0.3%
State Total milk Total milk Change in Change in Change in Change in LLF $0.269 QRE 7 210 VY -5.8% ’ . () Vermont
§ ) ) : Number of Number of ) : Change in Number of Number of ) = rZy 3.3 7 452 -~ 1,855 East 20% " 079 ° °
totrzln r|:1ilk State z;oﬁjﬁxz zrr]og]l:lc"t(;(r)]rs] totfz::)mllk cows CoWS nuz}lxg of (':g!kﬁ;r;;::) (Il\g!kg:rr;::) milk per cow licensed dairy licensed dairy Ilﬁlzzdf:)?:y hA(;Ir ?er?zZ :grzr:?; av;rzz:}gffioh;rd »{IN 5,998 RLYy 1,673 g?ggbg'llgn 2,536 1 -0.7% TOp ]00 dUIrU COUHtIeS
: : ) _ 7% K1) PIN 23,128 |5 223 19 500 ‘s mi '
roduction of Ibs) of Ibs) 20132023 (1000 head) (1,000 head) 0 "0 2013-2023 herds herds R i, J ) Wisconsin @ Northwest 15% by region (based on May 2023’s milk production)
~ Sojbeans, Wheat, Com 30 RS 7 BRLAS 32,123 A +0.8%
! : : 8% N 21,675 234
2013 2023 2013 2023 2013 2023 2013 2023 2013 2023 18 Oregon South Dakota 6 Michigan Rank State County Rank State County
. )
1 California 41,256 40,102 -354 1,780 1,714 -66 23,178 23,863 +685 1,535 1,070 -465 1,160 1,602 +442 2,554 A -31% Idaho A 4,488 A +7.9% 1y 9,574 plyly 2,604 12,073 A +2.9% (1] $0.266 'S 38.0 1 Tulare Outagamie
0, n
27,572 32,123 +4,551 1,271 1,270 1 21,693 25,204 #3601 10,860 5,920 -4940 17 215 +97 (L8 122 |11 150 16;:27 1'2::‘; ; © ComSobemnsogs N 438 |0 850 Py New Jersey 1N 3101 3 675 ¢ Merced Frankin
7 3 Kings St. Lawrence
Idaho 13,431 16,827 +3,396 573 667 +94 23,440 25,228 +1788 550 390 -160 1,042 1,710 +668 ‘ (M 20,934 [ 813 23,015 1,345 W 27,564 [ 11| 515 486 ¥ -2.3% . ) o .
ern anyon
Texas 9,610 16,565 +6,955 437 642 +205 21,991 25,802 +3,811 460 310 -150 950 2,071 +1,121 ‘ N0z ss 25,228 |41 1,710 so262 Bl 473 " s0.246 W 117 44 40 - : Snisaus oo
1 u i ) ' in
New York 13,463 16,079 12,616 610 630 420 22,070 25,522 13452 5,040 3,040 2,000 121 207 186 $0.255 IREN 83.0 ‘2"4"4°"1'"f1 % 11 !;;";3 \— 45 Dehware 8 21,500 100 5433 S 2.0% . cacsi .
1 L] p— T . P T 7 228 I 3,794 §pL4 719 d 15,472 379 1,088 +é. i 9,896 LYy 2,879 Y -0.0%
9,164 12,073 +2,909 380 38 +58 116 7,56 +3,448 030 850 -1,180 515 + 13.735 P8 4.281 N .0 I 5 " 50250 PN o: o5 20| 150 7 Booding Calumet
9,138 10,500 +1,362 464 452 12 19,694 23,230 +3,536 3,865 1,855 -2,010 120 244 +124 oy Com, Sopeans. 46 ) 15 — - 8 Wld Riverside
- - [
Pennsylvania 10,552 9,859 -693 533 466 -67 19,797 21,157 +1,360 7,200 4,940 -2,260 74 94 +20 :lgl;:)aska_s 4% gl 24679 g 320 '1“;"'):'3' 0.4% indiana LLN 17,815 [N 180 O " ’ 9 Fresno Lincoln
A 3 U280 .
New Mexico 8,057 6,653 1,394 323 27 -52 24,944 24,587 -357 140 100 -40 2,307 2,710 +403 > 90 C1E $0.245 N 17.9 70 PN 435 15 4513 A +3.2% ) s0252 0 o5 j $0.247 Xl 3.8 Hartley Grant
Washington 6,336 6,223 -113 266 258 -8 23,820 24,120 +300 480 310 -170 554 834 +27 Y 11,287 IRV 1.109 ¥ 190 9 700 579 REZA 136 Yakima Whatcom
Nevada PN 24,815 11| 600 ’ ’ 21.620 | <=1 182 8 84 Eag 12 Mari Frankli
4,607 5,923 +1,316 208 240 +32 22,149 24,679 +2,530 1,425 750 -675 146 320 +174 770 Y -3.0% T Com Hogs, Soybeans , s L. P T e | aricopa rankin
]
Ohio 5,448 5,658 +210 270 253 -7 20,178 22,364 +2,186 2,930 1,465 1,465 92 173 +81 33 | L 20 =18 $0.253 REN 6.6 $0.254 JETH 1.3 A = _. Now T o Jerome Wayne
) Missouri 7). 5 $0.258 B[] 6.4 ew Yor| ew nampshire San Joaquin Dallam
Colorado 3,328 5,212 +1184 137 201 +64 24,292 25,930 +1,638 130 110 20 1,054 1,827 +773 23333 00 1,650 10,618 [ELA L 3186 0N 433 Ohio 16,079 A +2.8% &1 1008 Y -5.0% .
867 YV -7.9% o Lancaster Addison
Arizona 4,489 4,824 +335 190 198 +8 23,626 24,364 +738 110 75 -35 1727 2,640 +913 b oo Bad >0 Rl 1122 5,658 A +2.4% 3,040 O 2 10 . 90 ; :
$0.253 Ll 2.3 62 i 480 Pinal Ontario
3,830 4,513 +683 176 190 +14 21,761 23,753 +1,992 1,315 700 -615 134 271 +138 22 bl 5 K - Com, Soybeans, Chicken eggs 1,465 ,
o ’ ansas 25,522 &} 20,800 | ! 111 Twin Falls Elmore
2,023 4,488 +2,465 94 195 +101 21,521 23,015 +1,494 275 145 -130 342 1,345 +1,003 1,677 pai 199 N 0.256 4177 A +0.8% 13,984 B8 129 22364 [0 o p—
2932 4177 +1,245 134 176 +42 21,881 23,733 +1,852 325 190 135 412 926 +514 | Catlfalves, Hay Dairy $0.263 KN 1.4 o, $0.262 L O L) 50-267 Jeily 1.4 Madera issaukee
Oregon 2,514 2,554 +40 123 122 - 20,439 20,934 +495 260 150 -110 473 813 +340 California A 23,733 | 1) 6,664 PLN 242 14,457 1T 4,086 LN 287 priy 58 Fond du Lac Jefferson
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All information is from 2023, unless otherwise noted.
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