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2.1 million cows for export production

progressivedairy.com

238 West Nez Perce

PO Box 585, Jerome, ID 83338-0585
PHONE (208) 324-7513

FAX (208) 324-1133

Per-capita consumption of select dairy products

(in quantity per person and number of cows required for production)

Number of

,ﬁﬁn dairy product

Processors

per state

I more than 40
[ 21-40
[110-20
[ 159

[ llLessthan5

Source: 2022 Number of Dairy Plants,

Dairy Products Summary, USDA, April 2023

* Includes milk processed for fluid, soft dairy products,
powder and cheese; excludes on-farm creameries.
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7.3 million cows for domestic production

& 23.6 pounds/person
‘ﬂ( 2,459,827 cows

Fluid milk

6 15.1 gallons/person
9% 958,283 cows

IMPROVE

MILK & COMPONENT PERFORMANCE

WITH QLF

SUGAR SUPPLEMENTATION INCREASES
VALUE OF MILK COMPONENTS

A meta-analysis by independent scientists found that dietary sugar
supplementation increased milk fat and protein yields with the optimal
response being observed when total dietary sugar is 7% of DMI. Cows
producing more than 74 pounds of milk had 0.18 pounds increase of milk
fat, 0.2 pounds increase of milk protein, and 4.7 pounds increase of 3.5%
FCM. QLF liquid supplements provide dietary sugar, and help improve feed
intake, milk and component production.

American
Cheese

i 16.2 pounds/person
“¥%. 2,080,786 cows

Butter

i 6.0 pounds/person
“4%. 1,785,129 cows

Source: USDA-ERS, USDA-NASS, 2022 data
*Farm milk equivalent estimates calculated on a milkfat basis.
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2023 U.S. forage statistics

Total forage production

Il More than 15,000 thousand tons
M 10,000 to 15,000 thousand tons
I 5,000 to 10,000 thousand tons
[1 2,000 to 5,000 thousand tons
(10 to 2,000 thousand tons

U.S. monthly average* prices, alfalfa,

other and premium dairy hay

$360
$340 | 2023

Premium dairy**

$320
$300
$260

$240
$220| 2022 J— o
$200

$180
$160
$140

Total forage production is represented by
the total of alfalfa, other hay, silage and
greenchop production.

2022-23
(dollars per ton)

$120
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

* Average prices paid in 27 major hay-producing states

**Weighted average price for Premium/Supreme alfalfa hay in the five largest milk-producing

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

states: California, Idaho, New York, Texas and Wisconsin.

Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service

For market reports updated monthly, visit progressiveforage.com

The Ritchie

Every Saved Drop Matters

The benefits of adding a Ritchie to your
operation extend far beyond saving you time,
money, and water. By choosing Ritchie, you'll
conserve water, protect the land, and reduce
energy to promote a healthier environment
for generations to come. Learn how a more
sustainable future starts with a drop of water
at ritchiefount.com/sustainability.

Fresh Water For Life™

Ripple Effect

Dec

Total alfalfa hay

production

m More than 3,000 thousand tons
I 2,000 to 3,000 thousand tons
@ 1,000 to 2,000 thousand tons
7 100 to 1,000 thousand tons

J 0to 100 thousand tons

Total other hay
production

m More than 5,000 thousand tons
| 2,000 to 5,000 thousand tons
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J 0to 500 thousand tons

Total corn

silage production
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J 0to 500 thousand tons

Total greenchop
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2023 was a year of lower annual

milk production

Progressive Dairy Editor Audrey Schmitz

Lower milk prices, dairy income
margins that reached catastrophic levels,
and shrinking heifer and cow numbers that
restricted supplies and increased costs of
replacement animals all contributed to an
uncommon trend in 2023 — total annual
milk production that was lower than
the year before. Dairy herd attrition and
consolidation continued.

U.S. milk production

U.S. milk production fell to 226.36
billion pounds in 2023, down 52 million
pounds from 2022. Annual milk
production had exceeded year-earlier totals
for most of the past quarter century, down
only in 2001 and 2009.

Fifteen states registered annual milk
production increases during 2023, led by
South Dakota and Indiana. Offsetting
those gains, 31 states yielded production
declines compared with 2022, led by
Arkansas and Mississippi.

State ranking

Based on annual milk production,
there were several minor changes in major
dairy state rankings compared to 2022.
Kentucky and North Carolina moved
ahead to 26 and 27, respectively, while
Missouri fell two positions to 28. New
Jersey moved ahead of Mississippi to 42.

Licensed herds

In another year of attrition and
consolidation, the annual average number
of dairy farms commercially licensed to
sell milk fell to 26,290, a decline of 1,642
(about 6%) from the year before and down
about 20,685 (44%) since 2013.

On a percentage basis, year-over-year
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The Power of
Good Bacteria.

When you use BOVAMINE®
Dairy Plus with your herd, you're

putting the power of good bacteria

to work. Daily feeding supports
normal functions of the rumen
and intestinal tract — digestion,
absorption, barrier functions and

immunity — and keeps your cows

healthy. It's the power of good
bacteria at work. To learn more,
visit chr-hansen.com.

BoVamine“Dairy Plus

declines were fairly steady across the U.S.,
but 90% of the decline in herd numbers
occurred in the Midwest and East.

Wisconsin remains the nation’s leader in the

number of herds, at 5,920, but it declined
by 430 in 2023. Herd numbers were down a
combined 350 in Minnesota and New York,
and down 160 in Michigan.

Cow numbers
The U.S. cow herd averaged 9.386
million cows in 2023, down 14,000 head

from 2022’s average. The year featured some

growth in cow numbers during the first
quarter, a trend that reversed as milk prices
and income margins slipped to catastrophic
levels. By November, cow numbers fell to
about 9.345 million head, down 56,000
head from January 2023.

Nine states increased cow numbers in
2023, but almost two-thirds of the total
increase came in just two states, South
Dakota and Idaho.

Twenty-eight states had fewer cows than
the year before, with 11 others unchanged.
Largest declines were in New Mexico
(-17,000), California (-5,000) and Missouri
(-5,000).

California remains the national leader
in cow numbers with 1.714 million head,
tollowed by Wisconsin with 1.27 million
head.

Herd size

The national average dairy herd size
grew to 357 cows in 2023, up 20 cows (6%)
from 2022. The Southwest showed the
largest increase, up 66 head, and held claim
to the largest average herd size, at 1,756
head.

The largest herds were in New Mexico,
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Total milk

2023 U.S. dairy statistics

U.S. dairy industry 15-year overview

Number of

Milk per

production cows cow

(in millions of Ibs) (in thousands) (lbs per year)
2009 189,334 9,203 20,573
2010 192,848 9,119 21,148
2011 196,164 9,194 21,336
2012 200,537 9,233 21,720
2013 201,231 9,224 21,816
2014 206,054 9,257 22,259
2015 208,597 9,314 22,396
2016 212,405 9,325 22,778
2017 215,466 9,392 22,941
2018 217,568 9,398 23,150
2019 218,441 9,337 23,395
2020 223,220 9,388 23,777
2021 226,293 9,449 23,949
2022 226,462 9,402 24,087
2023 226,364 9,386 24117
Milk per cow Number of

(Ilbs of milk)

Top 10 Top 10
Michigan 27,564 Wisconsin
Wyoming 26,226 Pennsylvania
Colorado 25,930 New York
Texas 25,802 Minnesota
New York 25,522 Ohio
Wisconsin 25,294 California
Idaho 25,228 Michigan
Nebraska 24,815 lowa
lowa 24,679 Indiana
New Mexico 24,587 Vermont

which averaged 2,710 cows, a 92-
cow increase from 2022.

Dairy herds averaged more
than 2,000 head in four states
(New Mexico, Arizona, Texas and
Wyoming) and more than 1,000
head in seven others. The size of
Midwest herds grew by an average

MILK PARLORS | COMMObITY BARNS

licensed herds

5,920
4,940
3,040
1,855
1,465
1,070
850
750
700
500

of 9.8%, reaching 277 cows per herd.

Licensed

Average

dairy herds herd size

54,942
53,132
51,291
49,281
46,975
44,809
43,534
41,819
40,219
37,468
34,207
31,657
29,842
27,932
26,290

168
172
179
187
196
207
214
223
234
251
273
297
317
337
357

Dairy receipts
as a % of
state’s total
farm receipts

Top 10
Vermont
New York
Wisconsin
New Mexico
Idaho
Pennsylvania
Michigan
Arizona
New Hampshire

Nevada

Milk per cow

Influenced by high feed costs and

base-excess programs, national average

65%
54%
47%
45%
38%
27%
24%
23%
22%
21%

annual milk production per cow

increased just 0.1%, up just 30 pounds

in 2023 to 24,117 pounds. 2

HAY STORAGE | STALL BARNS

DIGESTER BUILDINGS

fbibuildings.com/dairy | (800) 552-2981

LEARN MORE AT:
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