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powder and cheese; excludes on-farm creameries.
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7.2 million cows for domestic production

& 22.3 pounds/person
‘HL 2,315,681 cows

Fluid milk

i 15.6 gallons/person
“¥%. 984,094 cows

WITH QLF

American
Cheese

@ 161 pounds/person
“¥%. 2,060,248 cows

stability /

&

SUGAR SUPPLEMENTATION INCREASES
VALUE OF MILK COMPONENTS

Butter

i 6.5 pounds/person
“9%. 1,926,695 cows

Source: USDA-ERS, USDA-NASS, 2021 data
*Farm milk equivalent estimates calculated on a milkfat basis.

* Includes milk processed for fluid, soft dairy products,

2022 US. forage statistics

Total forage production ‘ \

Il More than 15,000 thousand tons
[ 10,000 to 15,000 thousand tons
[ 5,000 to 10,000 thousand tons
12,000 to 5,000 thousand tons
10 to 2,000 thousand tons

U.S. monthly average* prices, alfalfa,
other and premium dairy hay

$360
$340
$320
$300
$280
$260
$240
$220
$200
$180
$160
$140

Total forage production is represented by
the total of alfalfa, other hay, silage and
greenchop production.

2021-22

Premium dairy**
2022

Alfalfa hay

(dollars per ton)

$120
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

* Average prices paid in 27 major hay-producing states

**Weighted average price for Premium/Supreme alfalfa hay in the five largest milk-producing
states: California, Idaho, New York, Texas and Wisconsin.

Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service

For market reports updated monthly, visit progressiveforage.com/news/hay-market-reports

STANDS OUT
INITS FIELD
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J 0to 100 thousand tons

Total other hay
production
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[ 0 to 500 thousand tons

Total corn

silage production
W More than 10,000 thousand tons
| 5,000 to 10,000 thousand tons
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[ 0to 500 thousand tons

Total greenchop
production

I More than 5,000 thousand tons
@ 2,000 to 5,000 thousand tons
[ 1,000 to 2,000 thousand tons
[J 500 to 1,000 thousand tons

[J 0 to 500 thousand tons
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2022 was a year of limited growth

Progressive Dairy Editor Dave Natzke

Record-high milk prices were
countered by even higher feed and input
costs and implementation of base-excess
programs, putting a lid on U.S. milk
production growth in 2022.

Nationally, most of the year was
marked by slow but steady growth in cow
numbers, while the increase in milk per
cow was subdued. Dairy herd attrition and
consolidation continued.

U.S. milk production

U.S. milk production rose to 226.46
billion pounds in 2022, up just 169
million pounds (0.1%) from 2021, one of
the smallest year-over-year increases on
record.

Thirteen states registered annual milk
production increases during 2022, led
by Texas and South Dakota. Offsetting
those gains, 34 states yielded production
declines compared with 2021, led by New
Mexico and Washington.

State ranking

Based on annual milk production, there
were several minor changes in major dairy
state rankings compared to 2021: Iowa and
Ohio swapped positions at 11-12; South
Dakota moved ahead of Kansas at 16-17; and
Georgia jumped ahead of Florida at 21-22.

Licensed herds

In another year of attrition and
consolidation, the annual average number
of dairy farms commercially licensed to
sell milk fell to 27,932, a decline of 1,910
(about 6%) from the year before and down
21,349 (43%) since 2012.

On a percentage basis, year-over-year
declines were fairly steady across the U.S.,
but 90% of the decline in herd numbers
occurred in the Midwest and East regions.
Wisconsin remains the nation’s leader
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in the number of herds, at 6,350, but
declined by 420 in 2022. Herd numbers
were down a combined 420 in New York
and Pennsylvania, and down 180 in
Minnesota.

Cow numbers

The U.S. cow herd averaged 9.402
million cows in 2022, down 47,000 head
from 2021. Even though average numbers
were down, 2022 represented a steady but
small rebuilding period.

Cow numbers started the year at 9.367
million, down 140,000 from mid 2021.
By October 2022, cow numbers hit 9.412
million, a 45,000-cow increase, before
dipping somewhat to end the year.

Ten states increased cow numbers in
2022, but almost two-thirds of the total
increase came in just two states, Texas
and South Dakota.

Twenty-nine states had fewer cows
than the year before, with 11 others
unchanged. Largest declines were in New
Mexico (-30,000), Michigan (-13,000)
Wiashington (-12,000) and Florida
(-11,000).

California remains the national leader
in cow numbers, with 1.722 million
head; followed by Wisconsin, with 1.272
million head.

Herd size

The national average dairy herd size
grew to 337 cows in 2022, up 20 cows
(6.3%) from 2021. The Southwest showed
the largest increase, up 93 head, and held
claim to the largest average herd size, at
1,690 head.

The largest herds were in New
Mexico, which averaged 2,618 cows,
a 32-cow decline from 2021. Georgia
and South Dakota recorded the largest
increases from the year before, up 223

U.S. dairy industry 15-year overview

Total milk
production
(in millions of lbs)

2008 189,982
2009 189,334
2010 192,848
2011 196,164
2012 200,537
2013 201,231
2014 206,054
2015 208,597
2016 212,405
2017 215,466
2018 217,568
2019 218,441
2020 223,220
2021 226,293
2022 226,462

Milk per cow

Nu(r:r:)lua; of Mlélt()‘zer Licensed Average
(in thousands) (lbs per year) duiry herds herd size
9,315 20,395 57,127 163
9,203 20,573 54,942 168
9,119 21,148 53,132 172
9,194 21,336 51,291 179
9,233 21,720 49,281 187
9,224 21,816 46,975 196
9,257 22,259 44,809 207
9,314 22,396 43,534 214
9,325 22,778 41,819 223
9,392 22,941 40,219 234
9,398 23,150 37,468 251
9,337 23,395 34,207 273
9,388 23,777 31,657 297
9,449 23,949 29,842 317
9,402 24,087 27,932 337

Dairy receipts
as a % of
Number of state’s total

licensed herds

statistics

farm receipts

(Ibs of milk)

Top 10 Top 10
Michigan 27,430 Wisconsin
Colorado 25,922 Pennsylvania
Wyoming 25,763 New York
Texas 25,579 Minnesota
Idaho 25,348 Ohio
New York 25,096 California
Wisconsin 24,064 Michigan
Nebraska 24,842 lowa
New Mexico 24,819 Indiana
Nevada 24,813 Missouri

and 216, respectively.

Dairy herds averaged more
than 2,000 head in three states
(New Mexico, Arizona and Texas)
and more than 1,000 head in seven
others. The size of Midwest herds
grew by an average of 8%, reaching
252 cows per herd.

Top 10
6,350 Vermont 63%
5,000 New York 50%
3,210 Wisconsin 46%
2,035 New Mexico 40%
1,525 Idaho 36%
1,115 Pennsylvania 26%
1,010 New Hampshire 23%
800 Michigan 22%
735 Arizona 21%
560 Utah 21%

Milk per cow

Influenced by high
feed costs and base-excess
programs, national average
annual milk production per

cow increased just 0.6%, up
138 pounds in 2022 to 24,087

pounds.
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or download the latest copies of our dairy, forage or beef stats online at progressivepublish.com/stats

All information is from 2022, unless otherwise noted.




