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High Fertility Sex Sorted Semen
SexedULTRA

90% gender accurate

Conception rates rival conventional semen

Create your replacement females from 
top maternal sires

Utilize sires that maximize growth and 
carcass quality to create your steer calves 

View our sire lineup at STgen.com

Create It
THE BEST WAY TO PREDICT THE FUTURE IS TO

866.589.1708 · Beef@STgen.com CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DEALER • kaydeefeed.com • 844-9KAYDEE

Our Weatherized Mineral
Resists Caking & Won’t Blow Away

Complete & Balanced Nutrition
with True Chelates

Costs Only Pennies per Head per Day WATCH FOR UPCOMING SPECIALS

WE’RE CELEBRATING
90 YEARS

Global production and trade
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100-year history: U.S. cattle & calves inventory & beef produced
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1919: 7,209

1918: 7,726
2018: 94,399

2017: 26,188
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U.S. cattle & calves inventory Lbs of beef produced

Four years of recovery build healthy cattle supply
Progressive Cattleman Editor David Cooper

Cattle price indexes and spreads

2015-2018 — Monthly cattle on feed, corn price and feeder calf prices

2017 20182016

Cattle on feed* (thousands of head) Corn price (per bushel) Feeder calf prices (weighted dollars per CWT)
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Source: USDA NASS 2018
*Feedlots with capacity over 
1,000 head 

CME feeder cattle index Weekly choice cutout

Market prices and indexes 2018 beef statistics

Beef production for selected countries
Veal/beef 

production 
rank Country

Volume
(in thousands 
of metric tons)

Percent 
change 

from  
2016

Percent of 
world beef 
production

Beef 
cattle 
rank

Beef cattle 
(1,000 head)

Percent 
change 

from  
2017

Beef cattle 
exported 

rank

Beef cattle 
exported 

(1,000 metric 
tons)

Percent 
change 

from  
2016

Beef cattle 
slaughtered 

rank

Beef cattle 
slaughtered 
(1,000 head)

Percent 
change 

from  
2016

2017 2018* 2017 2017

1 United States 11,938 + 3.7% 19.4% 4 94,399 + 0.7% 4 1,298 + 12.0% 4 32,809 + 5.2%

2 Brazil 9,550 + 2.9% 15.5% 2 232,350 + 2.8% 1 1,856 + 9.3% 2 38,723 + 3.0%

3 European Union 7,900 + 0.3% 12.8% 5 88,445 - 0.8% 9 367 + 6.7% 5 27,280 + 0.1%

4 China 7,260 + 3.7% 11.8% 3 96,850 - 2.3% 19 17 - 26.1% 1 51,850 + 3.7%

5 India 4,250 + 1.2% 6.9% 1 305,000 + 0.5% 2 1,849 + 4.8% 3 38,400 + 1.1%

6 Argentina 2,830 + 6.8% 4.6% 6 53,765 + 0.5% 10 293 + 35.6% 6 12,550 + 6.4%

7 Australia 2,149 + 1.1% 3.5% 7 25,500 + 2.1% 3 1,486 + 0.4% 7 7,572 - 3.3%

8 Mexico 1,925 + 2.4% 3.1% 9 16,584 + 0.6% 11 280 + 8.5% 9 6,070 + 1.9%

9 Pakistan 1,780 + 1.7% 2.9% NA NA NA 14 60 - 9.1% NA NA NA

10 Turkey 1,382 - 6.9% 2.2% 10 14,500 + 2.0% NA NA 10 4,396 + 12.7%

11 Russia 1,315 - 1.5% 2.1% 8 18,380 - 1.4% 20 12 + 20.0% 8 6,460 - 1.3%

12 Canada 1,175 + 4.0% 1.9% 12 11,625 + 0.9% 6 469 + 6.3% 12 3,290 + 6.4%

13 South Africa 967 - 11.3% 1.6% NA NA NA 16 52 - 16.1% NA NA NA

14 Colombia 758 - 4.3% 1.2% NA NA NA 17 24 + 71.4% NA NA NA

15 New Zealand 654 + 0.9% 1.1% 13 10,082 - 0.7% 5 593 + 1.0% 11 4,157 - 5.5%

16 Paraguay 610 NC 1.0% NA NA NA 8 378 - 2.8% NA NA NA

Total of selected countries 56,443 + 4.7% 967,480 + 4.9% 9,034 + 121.9% 233,557 + 30.4%

Source: USDA Foreign Agricultural Service                      *Data available for 2018 market year which in some cases may differ from calendar year data.

Source: Dept. of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, 
Foreign Trade Statistics

Jerome, ID — (800) 320-1424 or (208) 324-7513 
Irvine, CA — (949) 253-4191 or (877) 532-4376

Delta, CO — (970)-623-3219 
Mountain Grove, MO — (417) 926-3596

Orem, UT — (801) 319-8040

Comprises 40 additional countries

19.4% United States

33.6% Other

15.5% Brazil

11.8% China

12.8% European Union

6.9% India

Percentage of world 
beef production

Former Soviet Union
12 $1,069  +210%

South Asia
13 $633  +145%

Africa
9 $94,340  -15%

Middle East
7 $132,019  +12%

East Asia
1 $4,435,120  +22%

6 $21,154  +13%

Europe
4 $265,168 NC

7 $18,887  +43%

Canada
3 $795,965  +5%

2 $1,276,003  +8%

Mexico
2 $979,702 NC

3 $1,018,112  +1%

Caribbean
6 $158,487  -6%

9 $3 NA

Central America
10 $72,254  +1%

5 $239,218  +20%

South America
8 $114,801  +24%

4 $497,509  -4%

Southeast Asia
5 $210,883  +34%

10 $24 NA
Legend

2017 Value of beef products purchased 
from the U.S. (in thousands of dollars)

2017 Value of beef products sold  
to the U.S. (in thousands of dollars)

East Asia
1 $4,435,120  +22%

6 $21,154  +13%
Percent change from 2016Region rank

Oceania
11 $8,334  -3%

1 $2,206,297  -5%

Rank Country

2017
Beef and  

variety meat 
(in metric tons)

Percent change  
from 2016 Rank

2017
Beef and variety  

meat value 
(in thousands of dollars)

Percent change  
from 2016

1 Japan 307,559 +19% 1 $1,889,995 +25%

2 Mexico 237,972 -2% 3 $979,701 0%

3 South Korea 184,152 +3% 2 $1,220,323 +15%

4 Hong Kong 130,726 +16% 4 $884,117 +29%

5 Canada 116,561 0% 5 $795,965 +5%

6 Egypt 70,819 -24% 8 $72,358 -27%

7 Taiwan 44,800 +2% 6 $409,698 +13%

8 Indonesia 13,748 +27% 14 $53,729 +36%

9 Philippines 12,904 +27% 12 $61,139 +13%

10 Netherlands 12,746 +11% 7 $140,977 +3%

11 Chile 12,374 +15% 9 $65,570 +24%

12 South Africa 11,539 +199% 20 $10,388 +291%

13 Vietnam 10,066 +62% 13  $60,250 +50%

14 Peru 7,721 +17% 17 $22,162 +5%

15 Dominican Republic 6,360 +4% 15 $53,139 -7%

16 United Arab Emirates 5,759 -1% 11 $61,866 -7%

17 Guatemala 5,314 +24% 16 $32,350 +31%

18 Italy 5,240 -23% 10 $62,050 +3%

19 Colombia 5,123 +22% 19 $15,928 +11%

20 Jamaica 4,987 +5% 18 $16,688 +2%

Total all countries 1,263,456 +6% $7,268,774 +15%
Source: 2018 USDA, U.S. Meat Export Federation (*) denotes a country that is a summarization of its component countries.
Editor’s note: A list graphic for top nations that export beef, showing rank for beef & veal exports, total value in 
2017, and % change from 2016. A secondary ranking can be used for the export leaders of beef variety meats with 
accommodating ranking.

Rank Country

2017
Beef and veal 

imported 
(in metric tons)

Percent change  
from 2016 Rank

2017
Beef and veal imported 

(in thousands of dollars)

Percent change  
from 2016

1 Australia (*) 231,660 -8% 1 $1,321,420 -5%

2 New Zealand (*) 184,766 -9% 4 $884,877 -4%

3 Mexico 210,991 +15% 3 $1,018,182 +1%

4 Canada 259,157 +4% 2 $1,276,003 +8%

5 Nicaragua 44,913 +20% 7 $201,568 24%

6 Uruguay 38,133 -1% 6 $224,072 N/A

7 Brazil 36,363 -3% 5 $272,533 -6%

8 Costa Rica 8,119 -11% 8 $34,957 -5%

9 Japan 417 -50% 9 $21,154 +13%

10 Netherlands 886 +563% 10 $10,232 +621%

Total all countries 1,017,800 +1% $5,277,260 +1%

Source: 2018 Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics
(*) denotes a country that is a summarization of its component countries.
Editor’s note: A list graphic for top nations that export beef, showing rank for beef & veal exports, total value in 
2017, and % change from 2016. A secondary ranking can be used for the export leaders of beef variety meats with 
accommodating ranking.
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Top 20 countries buying 
U.S. beef products (exports)

Top 10 countries shipping beef 
products to the U.S. (imports)
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Source: USDA NASS 2018

5-area weekly weighted average 
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The U.S. beef cow inventory 
rose just under 1.6 percent on 
Jan. 1, 2018, marking the fourth 
consecutive year in a climbing beef 
cow herd. Total beef cows in the 
U.S. were 31,723 head.

Cattle on feed numbers 
continued their steady climb 
upward in 2017 and into the new 
year, as heavy supplies pushed more 
inventory into the feedlot. The Jan. 
1 inventory number of 14 million 
cattle on feed was 7.2 percent above 
the previous year.

Total beef production in the U.S. 
also neared some of its all-time highs, 
with 26.2 billion tons processed. 
The total cattle-calf inventory also 
climbed for a second straight year to 
94.4 million head of cattle.

The heart of the cattle region 
saw strong growth in the beef cow 
herd. South Dakota, Texas and 
Missouri all saw their beef cow 
herds jump by six figures. The 
North region of the map had a 
boom of 11 million head in the calf 
crop and 18.7 million cattle and calf 
sales.

Production
The U.S. remained the top 

producer of beef with 11.9 million 
metric tons – an increase of 3.7 
percent over the previous year. 
Brazil’s total of 9.5 million metric 
tons also represented a healthy 
increase of 2.9 percent. Those two 
nations represent nearly 35 percent 
of the total beef production in the 
world.

The U.S. holds its top ranking 
as the largest beef producer in spite 
of being just fourth in the world 
with total beef cattle inventory with 
94.4 million head. India, Brazil and 

China, respectively, held the top 
three positions in cattle inventory.

Trade
The trade imbalance showing 

higher imports than exports continued 
in 2017, although exports saw a 
sharper jump. Total export growth 
was 6 percent in volume, to 1.2 million 
metric tons, and 15 percent growth 
in total export value, to $7.2 billion 
purchased.

East Asia remained the top U.S. 
regional destination for a second 
year, fueled in large part by Japan, 
with 19 percent growth in trade 

volume, and 25 percent growth in 
trade value. Hong Kong also staged 
a significant jump in buying U.S. 
beef, breaking into the top 4 category 
traditionally held by Japan, Mexico, 
South Korea and Canada. Hong 
Kong purchased 130,726 metric tons, 
fourth overall, and was also fourth 
in value with $884 million spent, a 
jump of 29 percent.

Imports to America increased 1 
percent in 2017, even though purchases 
of beef and veal from Australia and 
New Zealand, our traditionally top 
two import markets, declined 8 and 9 
percent, respectively.  

Missouri South 
Dakota

East
Asia

The Show Me State has 
led the way in the five-year 
recovery period with an 
increase of 449,000 beef 
cows since 2013 – a jump of 
26.2 percent.

More beef cow growth took 
place in South Dakota than 
any other state in 2017. The 
total cow inventory jumped 
137,000 head, an increase of 
8.2 percent.

U.S. beef exports to the 
region, which includes Japan, 
South Korea, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and now China, 
jumped 22 percent in value in 
2017 to $4.4 billion.



2018 U.S. beef statistics

For reprints, contact Progressive Publishing at (208) 324-7513 
or download the latest copies of our beef, forage or dairy stats online at progressivepublish.com/stats 

Who is in charge of your herd?
Cattle Manag ment is evolving. What was once done with two stumps 
and a rope, was then done with a wooden chute. In 1938, Powder River 
Inc. introduced the first all steel squeeze chute and we have been the 
leaders in cattle handling ever since.  

In 2010 we introduce the latest. The 
HERDMaster squeeze chute is the 
recent evolution of Powder River 
chute genetics. Taking patent-  pending 
developments and working with our 
time  tested designs we have delivered 
the latest installment of cattle 
handling innovation. Simple to use 
and built Powder River tough, this 
new chute will truly make you the 
HERDMaster.

www.powderriver.com
1-800-453-5318

Find a dealer near you.

Your Ranching Partner
Since 1938

PAT. PEND

WWW.POWDERRIVER.COM

HERDMaster w/Stabilizer 002-20300

e

sponsored by:

Legend
31 Nevada

238    +8.2%

37 465 42 1,822

30 3 4 255

37 285 34 $305,842

Source: USDA 2018 statistics        *UDSA Census 2012

State ranking-  
cattle/calves inventory

Cattle/calves inventory
(in thousands)

State ranking-
cattle/calves operations

Percentage 
increase/decrease in 
beef cows in 2017

State ranking-
cash receipts

State ranking-  
cattle on feed

State ranking-
beef cows

State ranking-  
cattle sales

Cattle on feed 
(in thousands)

Beef cows
(in thousands)

Cattle sales
(in thousands of head)

Cattle/calves operations

Average operation size
(# of head)

Cash receipts
(in thousands)

State ranking-
average operation size
(# of head)

State County 2018 head
2018 
Rank

2017 head 
2017 
Rank

Change
(annual)

NE Cherry 150,000 1 150,000 1 NC

NE Holt 96,000 2 97,000 2 -1.0%

NE Custer 95,000 3 96,000 3 -1.0%

MT Beaverhead 80,000 4 80,000 5 NC

FL Okeechobee 79,000 5 81,000 4 -2.5%

SD Meade 79,000 5 73,000 6 +8.2%

OK Osage 70,000 7 67,000 9 +4.5%

OR Malheur 70,000 7 71,000 7 -1.4%

FL Highlands 68,000 9 70,000 8 -2.9%

T X Gonzales 68,000 9 66,000 11 +3.0%

T X Lavaca 67,000 11 66,000 11 +1.5%

MT Fergus 66,000 12 65,000 13 +1.5%

OR Harney 66,000 12 67,000 9 -1.5%

ND Morton 63,000 14 61,000 17 +3.3%

SD Perkins 63,000 14 59,000 19 +6.8%

AR Benton 62,000 16 61,000 14 +1.6%

OK Craig 61,000 17 60,000 18 +1.7%

FL Osceola 60,000 18 61,000 14 -1.6%

FL Polk 60,000 18 61,000 14 -1.6%

CO Weld 59,000 20 59,000 19 NC

MO Lawrence 56,000 21 53,000 24 +5.7%

T X De Witt 56,000 21 55,000 21 +1.8%

T X Brazoria 55,000 23 54,000 21 +1.9%

MT Phillips 54,000 24 53,000 24 +1.9%

MT Powder River 54,000 24 53,000 24 +1.9%

OK Caddo 54,000 24 53,000 24 +1.9%

W Y Carbon 54,000 24 54,000 23 NC

AR Washington 53,000 28 52,000 32 +1.9%

MT Garfield 53,000 28 53,000 24 NC

MT Carter 53,000 28 53,000 24 NC

T X Leon 53,000 28 52,000 32 +1.9%

W Y Campbell 53,000 28 53,000 24 NC

W Y Fremont 53,000 28 53,000 24 NC

T X Fayette 52,000 34 50,000 36 +4.0%

MO Polk 51,000 35 49,000 38 +4.1%

MT Rosebud 51,000 35 51,000 34 NC

NE Sheridan 51,000 35 51,000 34 NC

NE Knox 50,000 38 49,500 37 +1.0%

MT Big Horn 49,500 39 49,000 38 +1.0%

OK Bryan 49,000 40 48,500 40 +1.0%

OK Leflore 49,000 40 48,000 41 +2.1%

ND Grant 48,500 42 47,000 42 +3.2%

ID Owyhee 48,000 43 46,500 45 +3.2%

MO Barry 48,000 43 45,500 47 +5.5%

T X Houston 48,000 43 47,000 42 +2.1%

OK Pittsburg 47,500 46 46,500 45 +2.2%

SD Harding 47,500 46 44,000 52 +8.0%

MT Madison 47,000 48 47,000 42 NC

ND Dunn 46,500 49 45,000 48 +3.3%

SD Dewey 46,500 49 43,000 59 +8.1%

Source: USDA NASS 2018

Top 10
Rank in 
Growth

State
Change of 

Head
2018 2013

Percent 
Change

1 Missouri +449,000 2,166,000 1,717,000 +26.2%

2 Oklahoma +437,000 2,131,000 1,694,000 +25.8%

3 Texas +370,000 4,585,000 4,215,000 +8.8%

4 Kansas +179,000 1,507,000 1,328,000 +13.5%

5 Colorado +111,000 809,000 698,000 +15.9%

6 South Dakota +103,000 1,801,000 1,698,000 +6.1%

7 Nebraska +95,000 1,910,000 1,815,000 +5.2%

8 Arkansas +73,000 924,000 851,000 +8.6%

9 North Dakota +62,500 984,500 922,000 +6.8%

10 Pennsylvania +60,000 215,000 115,000 +38.7%

Bottom 5
Rank in 
Growth

State
Change of 

Head
2018 2013

Percent 
Change

46 Michigan -11,000 102,000 113,000 -9.7%

47 Arizona -13,000 187,000 200,000 -6.5%

48 Utah -27,000 338,000 365,000 -7.4%

49 Virginia -63,000 633,000 696,000 -9.1%

50 Florida -91,000 886,000 977,000 -9.3%
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Top 50 beef  
cow counties

5-year beef cow  
herd expansion

32 Washington
236     +4.9%

28 1,160 31 11,861

14 215 20 98

28 508 20 $758,267

19 Oregon
536       -1.8%

26 1,270 24 14,351

17 90 23 88

21 735 17 $819,795

17 California
660     +0.8%

4 5,200 20 16,764

6 490 1 310

7 2,268 7 $2,625,413

31 Nevada
238     +8.2%

37 465 42 1,822

30 3 4 255

37 285 34 $305,842

20 Idaho
510     +2.0%

12 2,400 33 10,957

12 265 6 219

13 1,268 12 $1,661,557

7 Montana
1,497        +0.7%

11 2,550 32 11,845

23 45 8 215

10 1,605 13 $1,492,260

15 Wyoming
714  NC

24 1,320 37 6,115

21 70 7 216

16 872.5 15 $897,210

28 Utah
338     NC

36 800 35 8,625

24 20 22 93

33 411.5 29 $489,911

36 Arizona
187     +1.6%

31 1,000 38 6,029

11 274 11 166

22 650.5 18 $807,233

23 New Mexico
483     +3.9%

20 1,510 29 12,796

NA NA 13 118

20 803.5 16 $823,808
47 Alaska

5.4     +14.9%

49 14 50 134

NA NA 17 104

49 2.4 49 $3,022

40 Hawaii
75     +1.9%

42 144 45 1,314

NA NA 15 110

42 53.3 42 $41,502

1 Texas
4,585     +2.8%

1 12,500 1 151,362

2 2,650 26 83

2 5,804 2 $8,827,816

3 Oklahoma
2,131     +1.7%

5 5,100 3 51,043

9 330 18 100

4 2,617 6 $3,258,590

6 Kansas
1,570     -4.0%

3 6,300 7 27,568

3 2,450 5 229

3 5,133 3 $8,265,159

2 Missouri
2,166     +5.4%

6 4,450 2 53,401

17 90 25 83

9 1,869 10 $1,916,160

11 Arkansas
924     +1.1%

17 1,760 9 25,866

NA NA 29 68

17 865 27 $532,711

24 Louisiana
473     +5.6%

34 820 26 13,687

NA NA 34 60

36 299 36 $206,350

21 Mississippi
501     +5.3%

32 930 22 15,940

NA NA 35 58

35 326 38 $189,109

15 Alabama
714     +3.0%

23 1,340 16 21,149

NA NA 31 63

25 550 28 $499,875

13 Florida
886     -2.4%

18 1,630 19 17,188

NA NA 32 62

18 839.5 32 $369,949

22 Georgia
485     -2.4%

30 1,070 19 17,188

NA NA 31 64

29 489 32 $349,134

12 Tennessee
910       +0.1%

16 1,830 5 38,826

NA NA 40 47

19 816 26 $566,248

8 Kentucky
1,033     +1.0%

14 2,160 4 40,141

27 17 37 54

15 931 21 $740,215

37 South Carolina
174       +2.4%

39 340 36 8,121

NA NA 41 42

39 138 39 $131,700

26 North Carolina
370       NC

35 810 17 19,548

NA NA 42 41

34 365 35 $294,288

46 Connecticut
6     +20%

44 50 43 1,452

NA NA 44 34

45 15.5 44 $13,701

50 Rhode Island
1.6       +14.3%

50 5 49 300

NA NA 50 17

50 1.5 50 $572

49 Delaware
2.5       NC

48 17 48 431

NA NA 43 39

48 6 48 $5,700

41 Maryland
46        +7.0%

41 193 39 3,499

28 9 36 55

41 59.8 40 $61,303

34 Indiana
208     -1.0%

33 870 18 17,370

17 90 39 50

31 434 31 $390,459

29 Ohio
296     +2.8%

25 1,300 10 25,501

15 140 38 51

30 474 23 $598,140

25 Illinois
397     +2.6%

29 1,150 21 16,550

13 220 28 69

26 544 19 $787,154

10 Iowa
970    +0.5%

7 4,000 8 26,827

4 1,260 12 149

5 2,498 4 $4,058,710

4 Nebraska
1,910     -0.5%

2 6,800 14 23,280

1 2,770 2 292

1 6,699 1 $11,165,477

5 South Dakota
1,801    +8.2%

8 4,000 23 15,583

7 430 3 257

8 2,264 8 $2,602,080

9 North Dakota
984.5     +3.2%

15 1,860 34 9,868

22 58 10 188

14 974.9 14 $1,010,830

27 Minnesota
365     -1.4%

13 2,350 13 23,702

8 395 19 99

12 1,366.5 9 $1,993,904

30 Wisconsin
285      -1.7%

9 3,500 6 29,908

10 280 14 117

11 1,146.3 11 $1,829,566

38 Michigan
102     -15.0%

27 1,160 27 13,626

16 145 24 85

28 338 25 $570,066

35 West Virginia
203    -1.9%

38 395 30 12,067

29 4 47 33

38 209.5 37 $192,638

44 New Jersey
9        +20.0%

47 29 46 1,224

NA NA 49 24

47 8.6 47 $6,181

42 Vermont
15    +7.1%

40 260 40 2,784

NA NA 21 93

40 95.2 41 $59,828

48 New Hampshire
4.5    -10.0%

46 37 47 1,091

NA NA 45 34

46 10.1 46 $6,482

43 Maine
10      -9.1%

43 82 41 2,423

NA NA 46 34

43 30.7 43 $22,537

33 Pennsylvania
215     +16.2%

19 1,620 11 25,189

20 85 30 64

24 602 22 $625,151

38 New York
105        -4.5%

21 1,480 28 13,559

24 20 16 109

27 520.5 33 $328,883

45 Massachusetts
6.5   NC

45 38 44 1,423

NA NA 48 27

44 15.8 45 $9,145

18 Virginia
633     -1.6%

22 1,480 12 23,911

26 18 33 62

23 627 30 $462,978

14 Colorado
809     +0.5%

10 2,850 25 13,970

5 1,000 9 204

6 2,274.5 5 $3,445,352

United States
31,723     +1.6%

94,399   +0.7% 913,246*

14,006   +7.2% 103*

52,097   +5.5%  $67,351,377  +5.8%

West Region
Cattle/calves

Cattle/calves # of head		  19,173,000 	
	 Calf crop	 	 7,849,500 
	 Cattle on feed	 	 2,472,000
	 Cattle sales	 	 11,798,700
	 Beef cows	 	 6,729,400 
Cattle/calves operations	 	 103,787 
	 1-99 head (operations)	 	 64,829
	 100-499 head (operations)	 14,749 
	 500+ head (operations)	  	 6,892 

North Region
Cattle/calves

Cattle/calves # of head		  31,196,000 
	 Calf crop	 	 11,086,700 
	 Cattle on feed		  5,901,000
	 Cattle sales		  18,691,900 
	 Beef cows		  7,942,600 
Cattle/calves operations		  267,657 
	 1-99 head (operations)		  145,883
	 100-499 head (operations)	 52,705
	 500+ head (operations)		  11,269

South Central Region
Cattle/calves

Cattle/calves # of head		  25,410,000 
	 Calf crop	 	 8,420,000 
	 Cattle on feed		  5,430,000
	 Cattle sales		  14,357,500 
	 Beef cows		  8,706,000 
Cattle/calves operations		  242,769 
	 1-99 head (operations)		  149,959
	 100-499 head (operations)	 26,653
	 500+ head (operations)		  5,709

Southeast Region
Cattle/calves

Cattle/calves # of head	  	 18,620,000	

	 Calf crop		  8,452,000
	 Cattle on feed	 	 125,000
	 Cattle sales		  7,249,500
	 Beef cows		  8,345,000 
Cattle/calves operations	  	 299,033 
	 1-99 head (operations)	  	 172,469
	 100-499 head (operations)	 35,500
	 500+ head (operations)	  	 4,082 South Cent ra l

U.S. cattle
operations

1 - 99 head | 755,687 | 82.7%

100 - 499 head | 129,607 | 14.2%  

1,000 - 4,999 | 9,391 | 1.0%  

500 - 999 head | 17,437 | 1.9%

U.S. cattle operations

1 - 99 head | 18,599,768 | 20.7%

100 - 499 head | 26,307,578 | 29.2%

500 - 999 head | 11,881,862 | 13.2%

1,000 - 4,999 | 17,179,965 | 19.1%

5,000+ | 1,124 | 0.1%

Inventory at operations by size

Inventory at
operations

5,000+ | 16,025,441 | 17.8%

Total: 913,246

Total: 89,995,614
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Note: U.S. Census data are released once every five years. 2012 is the most recent report.

U.S. cattle operations  
by segment

U.S. cattle inventory 
and operations by size

4 of every 5 operations are  
cow-calf/seedstock producers

Total producers | 913,2462012

Cow-calf/Seedstock | 727,906 | 79.71%

Feedlot | 26,586 | 2.91%

Dairy | 64,098 | 7.02%

Stocker/grower | 94,656 | 10.36%

Jerome, ID — (800) 320-1424 or (208) 324-7513 
Irvine, CA — (949) 253-4191 or (877) 532-4376

Delta, CO — (970)-623-3219 
Mountain Grove, MO — (417) 926-3596

Orem, UT — (801) 319-8040


