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you need. 
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2011 U.S. & International dairy trade
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Oceania
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Rank Country 2011 Exports
(in thousands 

of dollars)

Percent change 
from 2010

1 Mexico 1,169,549 +39%

2 Canada 533,324 +14%

3 China 362,214 +53%

4 Philippines 281,080 +51%

5 Japan 276,891 +36%

6 South Korea 222,673 +70%

7 Indonesia 212,237 +32%

8 Vietnam 187,447 +19%

9 Malaysia 137,308 +46%

10 Saudi Arabia 112,707 +57%

11 Egypt 91,899 -17%

12 Australia 89,167 +65%

13 Singapore 78,065 +80%

14 Thailand 68,884 +27%

15 New Zealand 68,181 +175%

Top 15 countries buying 
U.S. dairy products

Rank Country 2011 Imports
(in thousands 

of dollars)

Percent change 
from 2010

1 New Zealand 560,895 +18%

2 Canada 376,714 -2%

3 Italy 326,268 +14%

4 France 212,511 +32%

5 Mexico 177,689 -2%

6 Netherlands 150,743 +17%

7 Ireland 140,025 +25%

8 Denmark 104,525 +21%

9 Australia 89,225 -10%

10 Switzerland 75,726 +1%

11 Germany 69,973 +73%

12 Argentina 67,915 +36%

13 Spain 59,069 +23%

14 Turkey 57,002 +145%

15 United Kingdom 45,923 +30%

Top 15 countries selling 
dairy products to the U.S. 

U.S. dairy exports/imports 
(in thousands of dollars)
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East Asia

+50%
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2011 Value of dairy products sold 
to the U.S. (in thousands of dollars)

2011 Value of dairy products purchased 
from the U.S. (in thousands of dollars)

Percent change from 2010Region rank
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Dairy products 
leaving the U.S. 

Whey products
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Cheese

19.7%
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29.9%
Casein
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Other
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Top 4 foreign products 
sold into the U.S.

Casein/caseinates
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Milk production for selected countries

Milk 
production 

rank Country

Total milk 
production
(in millions 

of lbs.)

Percent 
change 

from 2010-
2011

Cows in 
milk 
rank

Cows in 
milk 

(1,000 
head)

Percent 
change 

from 2010-
2011

Milk 
production 

per cow 
rank

Milk 
production 

per cow 
(lbs/cow)

Percent 
change 

from 2010-
2011

Per capita 
production 

rank

Gallons 
of milk 

produced 
per capita 
per month

Percent 
change 

from 2010-
2011

Domestic 
fl uid milk 

consumption 
as % of 

country’s 
total milk 

production

2011* 2011* 2011* 2011* 2011*

1 European Union  303,793 +1.7% 2  23,072 -2.3% 6  13,167 +4.1% 5 5.9 +1.2% 25%

2 United States  196,099 +1.7% 4  9,200 +0.9% 2  21,315 +0.8% 4 6.1 +0.1% 32%

3 India 115,741 +4.4% 1  44,900 +3.0% 16  2,578 +1.4% 12 0.9 +1.3% 96%

4 Russia  70,106 -0.3% 5  8,405 -0.5% 12  8,341 +0.2% 8 4.8 -1.1% 37%

5 China  67,681 +4.8% 6  7,620 +4.1% 10  8,882 +0.7% 14 0.5 +3.8% 41%

6 Brazil  67,483 +2.2% 3  18,200 +3.4% 13  3,708 -1.2% 9 3.4 +2.1% 37%

7 New Zealand  41,184 +8.8% 8  4,820 +3.0% 11  8,544 +5.6% 1 89.9 +6.5% 2%

8 Argentina  26,433 +13.1% 10  2,150 +2.4% 8  12,294 +10.5% 3 6.4 +13.2% 18%

9 Mexico  23,981 -1.4% 7  6,500 +0.3% 14  3,689 -1.7% 10 2.1 -5.6% 43%

10 Ukraine  23,809 -1.6% 9  2,631 -3.8% 9  9,050 +2.3% 7 5.1 -0.8% 50%

11 Australia  21,053 +2.4% 11  1,610 +0.9% 7  13,077 +1.5% 2 8.9 -0.9% 24%

12 Canada  18,518 +0.6% 12  987 +0.6% 4  18,763 -0.01% 6 5.4 +1.8% 38%

13 Japan  16,424 -3.5% 13  805 -3.0% 3  20,403 -0.5% 11 1.2 -3.7% 54%

14 South Korea  4,120 -9.8% 14  186 -8.8% 1  22,153 -1.1% 13 0.8 -10.6% 70%

15 Taiwan  769 +0.9% 15  57 +3.6% 5  13,498 -2.7% 15 0.3 +0.1% 103%

16 Philippines  37 +6.3% 16  14 NC 15  2,677 +6.3% 16 0.004 +5.4% 388%

Total of selected countries   997,237  +2.3%  131,157 +1.4%  7,603 +1.0%  2.3 +0.8% 38%

*Data available for 2011 market year which in some cases may differ from calendar year data.

Export prices of dairy commodities
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Source: USDA Dairy Market News

*By volume

*By value
 Does not total 100% due to rounding

2.9%
Imports as a percent of 
U.S. milk solids production 
remained 2.9 percent in 
2011, the lowest fi gure 
since 1996.

Source: U.S. Dairy Export Council

13.3%
In 2011, 13.3 percent of U.S. milk solids 
production was sold overseas as dairy product 
exports, the highest percentage ever.

62%
Since 2003, 62 percent of all new milk production 
has been sold as dairy exports.
Source: U.S. Dairy Export Council

Source: USDA Foreign Agriculture Service

2011 U.S. forage statistics Dairies bounce back in 2011

Top 15 forage states
State 

ranking- 
production

State

Total 
forage 

production 
(in thousand 

tons)

Total 
alfalfa 
rank

Total alfalfa 
production 
(in thousand 

tons)

Total 
other 
hay
rank

Total 
other hay 

production 
(in thousand 

tons)

Total 
corn 

silage 
rank

Total corn 
silage 

production 
(in thousand 

tons)

Total 
greenchop 

rank

Total 
greenchop 
production 
(in thousand 

tons)

1 Wisconsin 28,919 7 3,220 27 855 1 15,698 1 9,146

2 California 26,966 2 6,072 14 1,836 2 12,350 2 6,708

3 New York 14,316 24 840 13 1,881 3 7,520 3 4,075

4 Minnesota 14,054 5 4,070 20 1,460 5 6,300 4 2,224

5 Idaho 12,432 4 4,300 29 770 6 6,188 7 1,174

6 South Dakota 12,021 1 6,345 9 2,280 10 3,100 15 296

7 Pennsylvania 11,998 20 1,107 8 2,392 4 6,510 5 1,989

8 Michigan 10,013 12 2,240 35 510 7 5,400 6 1,863

9 Nebraska 8,848 8 3,159 6 2,465 11 2,880 14 344

10 Kansas 8,658 15 1,950 7 2,450 9 3,850 13 408

11 Iowa 8,204 10 2,788 31 672 8 4,100 9 644

12 Texas 7,505 27 480 3 3,960 13 2,640 12 425

13 North Dakota 7,474 6 3,643 17 1,581 17 2,250 0 0

14 Missouri 7,290 26 650 1 5,600 26 900 17 140

15 Kentucky 6,602 25 714 2 4,620 22 1,268 0 0

Top 15 Totals 185,300 41,578 33,332 80,954 29,436

U.S. total 272,052 65,332 65,812 108,926 31,982

Source: Crop Production 2011 Summary Report, USDA, NASS; statistical ties are represented by the same numerical ranking.

2011 U.S. forage statistics
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Total corn silage production

more than 5,000 thousand tons

2,000 to 5,000 thousand tons

1,000 to 2,000 thousand tons

500 to 1,000 thousand tons

0 to 500 thousand tons

Total other hay production
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0 to 2,000 thousand tons

Total forage production

Total forage production is 
represented by the total of alfalfa, 
other hay, silage and greenchop 
production.

Counties 
For the fi rst time in recent history, 

the Top 10 milk-producing counties were 
all west of the Mississippi River. They 
all posted positive year-over-year gains 
in milk production, as California’s San 
Joaquin County edged into the Top 10 past 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, which 

declined in milk production in May 2011.  
Michigan’s Clinton County shot up from 

No. 44 to No. 25 with more than double 
the milk produced in the county than in 
2010. The Top 100 milk-producing counties 
accounted for 57.2 percent of total U.S. 
production.  PD

U.S. dairy industry continues to consolidate

Year
All U.S. 
licensed

herds

Change in 
herds

1-99 
cows

100-199 
cows

200-499 
cows

500+ 
cows

2002 74,110 -2,765 54,655 11,555 4,990 2,910

2003 70,375 -3,735 51,665 10,980 4,765 2,965

2004 66,830 -3,545 48,675 10,445 4,700 3,010

2005 64,540 -2,290 46,750 10,055 4,662 3,073

2006 62,070 -2,470 44,600 9,760 4,567 3,143

2007 59,130 -2,940 42,440 9,011 4,359 3,320

2008 57,127 -2,003 41,127 8,700 3,950 3,350

2009 54,942 -2,185 39,142 8,600 3,850 3,350

2010 53,132 -1,810 37,232 8,600 3,950 3,350

2011 51,481 -1,651 34,781 9,300 4,000 3,400

200-499 cows

16.8%

500+ cows

43.3%
1-99 cows

24.7%

100-199 cows

15.2%

2002 10.9%

500+ cows

62.9%

200-499
cows

100-199
cows

12.6%

1-99 cows

13.6%

2011

16,700 dairies now produce 86.4% of the milk

The U.S. dairy industry continued to 
rebound in 2011, although some areas of the 
country have recovered more quickly since 
2009 than others. 

World 
In 2011, U.S. dairy export growth returned 

to an expansion trajectory last seen in 2008. 
For the fourth time in the last fi ve years, the 
U.S. had a positive dairy trade surplus in 2011 
based on value of products sold at $1.9 billion, 
the county’s largest-ever sales fi gure. 

Nation
U.S. dairy producers continued a decade 

of annual year-over-year increases in per-cow 
production in 2011, with the average U.S. cow 
producing 21,345 pounds of milk. The number 
of milking cows grew by 75,000 in 2011, the 
fi rst year-over-year the U.S. dairy herd has 
expanded since 2008. However, those cows 
were milked increasingly on larger farms, 
as the rate of consolidation continued on its 
normal path with 3.1 percent of the country’s 
dairy producers exiting the industry last year. 

Regions
Nearly all of the country’s new milk in 2011 

was produced in the West. The Southwest led 
the nation in new milk production last year, 
generating 2.3 billion pounds of new milk. 
The Northwest region also saw signifi cant 
growth, although only about half as much as 
the Southwest, with a 4 percent increase in 

milk production over 2011. Per-cow production 
in the Southwest increased 1.9 percent, more 
than double the national average of .9 percent. 
Overall, the Western dairy herd grew by 88,000 
cows; the Eastern herd scaled back by 14,000 
cows. Eastern dairies going out of business 
accounted for 95 percent of all dairies exiting 
the industry in 2011. 

States 
Throughout 2011, it was clear that Texas’ 

milk production had exploded and the state’s 
dairy industry was on the move. The state 
passed Minnesota to solidly become the No. 6 
milk-producing state in the country. Minnesota, 
meanwhile, stepped backwards in 2011, 
declining in every milk production statistical 
category, including total milk production, milk 
production per cow and cows in milk. 

Six other states swapped positions among 
the Top 25 milk-producing states. The Arizona 
dairy herd population recovered to pre-2009 
levels, boosting total milk production by 6.2 
percent over the previous year and reclaiming 
the No. 12 milk-producing spot it previously 
held before 2009 from Iowa. 

Slow-and-steady growth in the number of 
milk cows in Kansas fi nally pushed the state 
into the No. 16 spot, surpassing Vermont, 
which declined on an annual basis in number 
of cows in milk in 2011. A bump in per-cow 
production in Georgia pushed the state into 
the No. 24 spot, as Missouri continued its slow 
decline in total milk production. 
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2011 U.S. dairy statistics

CountyRegionRegionRegion

NationNationNationNationNationNationNationNation

State County May 2011
(in lbs.)

Rank May 2010 
(in lbs.)

Rank Change
(annual)

CA Tulare 994,406,833 1 971,134,974 1 +2.4%

CA Merced 485,778,110 2 431,164,551 2 +12.7%

CA Kings 387,430,527 3 363,898,000 3 +6.5%

CA Stanislaus 354,656,378 4 293,712,004 6 +20.7%

CA Kern 347,826,928 5 327,626,131 4 +6.2%

AZ Maricopa 317,601,935 6 301,117,681 5 +5.5%

ID Gooding 273,432,530 7 249,342,671 7 +9.7%

CA Fresno 242,208,658 8 230,911,091 8 +4.9%

WA Yakima 217,213,163 9 207,171,464 9 +4.8%

CA San Joaquin 208,959,985 10 182,221,721 11 +14.7%

PA Lancaster 202,210,314 11 206,932,276 10 -2.3%

NM Chaves 171,964,612 12 168,104,726 12 +2.3%

ID Twin Falls 168,618,598 13 154,645,130 13 +9.0%

CA Madera 158,537,489 14 135,393,512 16 +17.1%

NM Curry 149,144,461 15 133,130,665 17 +12.0%

ID Jerome 146,169,866 16 144,083,925 14 +1.4%

CA San Bernardino 143,470,776 17 137,447,867 15 +4.4%

ID Cassia 134,682,544 18 128,714,444 18 +4.6%

CO Weld 130,323,627 19 111,315,762 20 +17.1%

MN Stearns 107,291,556 20 109,689,971 21 -2.2%

NM Roosevelt 105,928,139 21 128,102,021 19 -17.3%

WI Clark 104,563,111 22 109,313,048 22 -4.3%

WI Manitowoc 103,098,082 23 101,198,517 25 +1.9%

TX Erath 102,851,337 24 104,616,626 24 -1.7%

MI Clinton 99,353,397 25 63,252,951 44 +57.1%

WI Marathon 98,427,495 26 104,783,762 23 -6.1%

WI Dane 98,136,338 27 95,876,875 26 +2.4%

WI Outagamie 93,544,795 28 89,318,959 28 +4.7%

WI Fond Du Lac 92,080,283 29 86,955,209 31 +5.9%

WA Whatcom 91,994,102 30 88,445,873 29 +4.0%

NM Dona Ana 89,547,571 31 87,931,843 30 +1.8%

WI Brown 88,145,066 32 83,425,804 33 +5.7%

NY Wyoming 87,031,039 33 89,791,972 27 -3.1%

TX Parmer 76,229,655 34 66,976,086 41 +13.8%

WI Kewaunee 76,157,685 35 78,503,971 34 -3.0%

NY Cayuga 74,599,237 36 73,838,230 37 +1.0%

MI Huron 74,000,176 37 71,674,004 38 +3.2%

WI Grant 73,056,321 38 76,727,382 36 -4.8%

TX Castro 71,581,413 39 57,304,725 48 +24.9%

PA Franklin 71,449,021 40 77,770,331 35 -8.1%

OR Morrow 70,189,680 41 57,207,680 49 +22.7%

WI Shawano 67,040,021 42 68,950,993 40 -2.8%

ID Canyon 64,523,609 43 71,145,488 39 -9.3%

WI Dodge 63,780,007 44 64,046,617 42 -0.4%

CO Morgan 63,696,865 45 61,061,924 45 +4.3%

VT Franklin 62,629,786 46 63,320,085 43 -1.1%

NY St Lawrence 61,290,054 47 60,707,484 46 +1.0%

TX Deaf Smith 60,733,059 48 48,897,417 - +24.2%

VT Addison 58,499,604 49 57,644,605 47 +1.5%

FL Okeechobee 57,008,859 50 55,237,418 - +3.2%

Source:  May 2011 California & Federal Milk Marketing Data, USDA
             *Estimated May 2011 milk production for Idaho counties, United Dairymen of Idaho
Note: This data represents only one month of federally marketed milk production. It may not accurately 
 refl ect a county’s annual milk production and does not account for milk depooled due to price.

Top 50 dairy counties
(monthly totals in lbs. from May 2011)
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2010-2011
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State ranking-
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State ranking-
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2010 dairy receipts 
as a percentage of 
state’s total farm 
receipts

Number of cows
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Milk per cow (lbs.)

2010 Value of milk per cow

All forage production
(in thousands of tons)

Gallons of milk per 
person per month  
(GMPM)

Number of licensed 
dairy herds
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State ranking-
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U.S. milk production
10-year change in regional milk production
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2002

10-year growth
Additional milk production 
from 2002 to 2011 
(millions of lbs. of milk)

California 6,397

Idaho 5,101

Texas 4,282

Wisconsin 4,043

Michigan 2,358

New Mexico 1,861

Arizona 982

Indiana 881

Colorado 840

Ohio 667

New York 608

South Dakota 581

Kansas 560

Washington 549

Iowa 543

3-year growth
Additional milk production 
from 2008 to 2011 
(millions of lbs. of milk)

Wisconsin 1,645

Texas 1,166

Idaho 941

Michigan 715

Washington 473

New York 394

New Mexico 312

California 259

Indiana 252

Oregon 225

Florida 209

Kansas 175

Minnesota 108

Nevada 105

Georgia 95

1-year growth
Additional milk production 
from 2010 to 2011 
(millions of lbs. of milk)

California 1,077

Texas 754

Idaho 477

New Mexico 296

Washington 268

Arizona 263

Colorado 183

Michigan 145

Florida 142

Indiana 123

Bottom 5

Top 15

Louisiana -347

Oklahoma -380

Tennessee -505

Kentucky -527

Missouri -558

Bottom 5

Top 15

Louisiana -87

Kentucky -123

Oklahoma -134

Tennessee -138

Missouri -227

Bottom 10

Top 10

Top 25 dairy states
State ranking- 

total milk 
production

State

Total milk 
production
(in millions 

of lbs.)

Percentage 
increase/decrease 
in total milk from 

2010-2011

Number of 
cows

(in thousands)

Percentage 
increase/decrease 
in number of cows 
from 2010-2011

Milk per cow 
(lbs. per year)

Percentage 
increase/decrease 

in milk per cow 
from 2010-2011

Number of 
licensed 

dairy herds

Change
in licensed 
herds from 
2010-2011

Average 
herd size

Change
in avg. herd 
size from 

2010-2011

1 California 41,462 +2.7% 1,769 +0.9% 23,438 +1.8% 1,675 -40 1,056 +33

2 Wisconsin 26,117 +0.3% 1,265 +0.2% 20,646 +0.1% 12,100 -610 105 +5

3 Idaho 13,256 +3.7% 578 +2.5% 22,934 +1.2% 575 -10 1,005 +41

4 New York 12,826 +0.9% 610 -0.2% 21,026 +1.1% 5,450 +70 112 -2

5 Pennsylvania 10,604 -1.2% 541 NC 19,601 -1.2% 7,240 -100 75 +1

6 Texas 9,582 +8.5% 431 +4.4% 22,232 +4.0% 590 NC 731 +31

7 Minnesota 8,890 -2.3% 468 -0.4% 18,996 -1.9% 4,325 -215 108 +5

8 Michigan 8,478 +1.7% 366 +2.2% 23,164 -0.5% 2,160 -70 169 +9

9 New Mexico 8,177 +3.8% 329 +2.5% 24,854 +1.2% 140 NC 2,350 +57

10 Washington 6,169 +4.5% 260 +3.6% 23,727 +0.9% 460 NC 565 +20

11 Ohio 5,142 -2.4% 268 -1.1% 19,187 -1.3% 3,170 -80 85 +1

12 Arizona 4,412 +6.3% 188 +6.2% 23,468 +0.1% 110 NC 1,709 +100

13 Iowa 4,347 -0.1% 204 -2.9% 21,309 +2.8% 1,670 -120 122 +5

14 Indiana 3,539 +3.6% 172 +1.2% 20,576 +2.4% 1,650 -10 104 +2

15 Colorado 2,999 +6.5% 128 +7.6% 23,430 -1.0% 130 NC 985 +69

16 Kansas 2,590 +3.8% 123 +3.4% 21,057 +0.4% 370 -20 332 +27

17 Vermont 2,538 +0.7% 134 -1.5% 18,940 +2.2% 1,000 -20 134 +1

18 Oregon 2,479 +3.3% 121 +2.5% 20,488 +0.8% 270 NC 448 +11

19 Florida 2,269 +6.7% 119 +4.4% 19,067 +2.2% 140 NC 850 +36

20 Illinois 1,897 -1.0% 98 -2.0% 19,357 +1.0% 810 -50 121 +5

21 South Dakota 1,870 -0.7% 91 -1.1% 20,549 +0.3% 350 -25 260 +15

22 Utah 1,854 +1.9% 88 +3.5% 21,068 -1.6% 240 NC 367 +13

23 Virginia 1,719 NC 96 +1.1% 17,906 -1.0% 690 -15 139 +4

24 Georgia 1,450 +3.9% 79 NC 18,354 +3.9% 260 NC 304 NC

25 Missouri 1,388 -3.9% 95 -4.0% 14,611 +0.1% 1,530 -100 62 +1

U.S. total 196,245 +1.8% 9,194 +0.8% 21,345 +1.8% 51,481 -1,651  179  +7 

+2.8% +2.6% -0.1% -0.8%

460 

565

8.8

947

270

448

6.2

412

Source: February 2012 Milk Production Report, USDA
Statistical ties are represented by the same numerical ranking.
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Idaho
13,256  +3.7%

Montana
288  -0.3%

North Dakota
344  -10.4%

Minnesota
8,890  -2.3%

Wisconsin
26,117  +0.3%

Illinois
1,897  -1.0%

Michigan
8,478  +1.7%

Indiana
3,539  +3.6%

Delaware
91.5  +1.7%

Ohio
5,142  -2.4%

New York
12,826  +0.9%

New Jersey
136  -2.9%

Vermont
2,538  +0.7%

New Hampshire
286  -2.7%

Maine
598  +1.9%

Massachusetts
220  -9.1%

Rhode Island
19.7  +1.0%

Connecticut
361  -0.8%

Maryland
970  -3.1%

Pennsylvania
10,604  -1.2%

Virginia
1,719   0.0%

West Virginia
156  -0.6%

Kentucky
1,087  -5.6%

Mississippi
204  -8.5%

Alabama
145  -8.8%

Louisiana
232  -1.3%

Arkansas
142  -7.2%

Alaska
6.9  -2.8%

Hawaii
27.4  +8.3%

Georgia
1,450  +3.9%

Florida
2,269  +6.7%

Tennessee
810  -4.7% North Carolina

902  +4.4%

South Carolina
278  -2.8%

Iowa
4,347  -0.1%

Missouri
1,388  -3.9%

South Dakota
1,870  -0.7%

Nebraska
1,173  +0.4%

Kansas
2,590  +3.8%

Wyoming
123  +2.2%

Utah
1,854  +1.9%

Nevada
664  +0.9%

California
41,462  +2.7%

Arizona
4,412  +6.3%

New Mexico
8,177  +3.8%

Oklahoma
927  -3.3%

Texas
9,582  +8.5%

Colorado
2,999  +6.5%
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Dairy, Corn, Soybeans

Corn, Soybeans, Hogs

Broilers, Corn, Soybeans                      

Soybeans, Corn, Dairy
Dairy, Greenhouse, Corn

Greenhouse, Blueberries, Horses/mules

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Maple products

Dairy, Greenhouse, Apples

Potatoes, Dairy, Aquaculture

Greenhouse, Cranberries, Dairy

Greenhouse, Dairy, Sweet corn

Greenhouse, Dairy, Chicken eggs 

Broilers, Greenhouse, Dairy

Dairy, Corn, Cattle/calves

Broilers, Cattle/calves, Dairy

Broilers, Cattle/calves, Turkeys

Broilers, Horses, Cattle/calves

Broilers, Soybeans, Corn

Broilers, Cattle/calves, Chicken eggsSoybeans, Cane for sugar, Rice

Broilers, Rice, Soybeans

Greenhouse, Hay, Cattle/calves

Greenhouse, Cane for sugar, Cattle/calves

Broilers, Cotton, Chicken eggs    

Greenhouse, Oranges, Tomatoes
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Dairy, Cattle/calves, Lettuce

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Pecans
Cattle/calves, Broilers, Hogs

Cattle/calves, Cotton, Broilers

Cattle/calves, Corn, Wheat
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