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Collect the data. Analyze the numbers. Take decisive action.

Quality Cattle Nutrition Pays Dividends

We provide nutrition solutions—not just products.
We build custom-designed cattle supplementation programs that stretch 

your feed dollar—and we’ve been proving it to ranchers for more than 20 

years.

call 800-558-3341 or visit Anipro.com.

PO Box 585  • Jerome, ID 83338-0585  •  208.324.7513 or 800.320.1424 • Fax 208.324.1133

Order yours today at progressivecattle.com/hats

$9.99 ea
ch

+
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ng • Quality embroidery
• 3D logos

• Durable quality

Now available to purchase
The Progressive Cattleman Extra e-newsletter has doubled its 
e-newsletters in 2012. Readers now get e-newsletters twice a 
month. But unless you sign up, you’ll be missing out on web-

exclusive articles, videos, market reports, industry news and event 
coverage — plus notifi cations of the digital edition. 

Sign up at 
http://bit.ly/

SubscribeProgressiveExtra

Want to see a particular 
topic covered? E-mail 

editor@progressivecattle.com or 
leave a comment on 

www.progressivecattle.com 

Want to double 
your knowledge?

Rank Country

2011 
Beef and 

variety meat 
(in metric tons)

Percent 
change  

from 2010
Rank

2011 
Beef and variety 

meat value 
(in thousands  

of dollars)

Percent 
change  

from 2010

1 Mexico 256,938 +4.0% 2 $985,272 +20.0%

2 Canada 191,047 +25.0% 1 $1,032,004 +41.0%

3 Japan 158,646 +27.0% 3 $874,420 +37.0%

4 Korea, Republic of 154,019 +37.0% 4 $686,006 +32.0%

5 Egypt 147,883 +30.0% 8 $236,120 +33.0%

6 Russia 72,797 +27.0% 5 $255,597 +68.0%

7 Hong Kong 50,705 +27.0% 7 $237,090 +50.0%

8 Vietnam 44,643 +3.0% 10 $191,985 +17.0%

9 Taiwan 35,603 -9.0% 9 $199,763 -8.0%

10 European Union(*) 32,647 +31.0% 6 $243,543 +60.0%

11 Indonesia 17,847 +34.0% 18 $28,221 +12.0%

12 Netherlands 16,220 +13.0% 11 $126,591 +48.0%

13 Philippines 12,760 +17.0% 14 $38,064 +30.0%

14 Peru 10,922 +74.0% 21 $20,063 +79.0%

15 United Arab Emirates 8,146 +28.0% 13 $38,824 +40.0%

16 Jamaica 7,471 +14.0% 22 $16,894 +13.0%

17 Saudi Arabia 6,628 +6.0% 15 $31,564 +40.0%

18 Italy 6,469 +53.0% 12 $63,034 +100.0%

19 Germany 6,089 +93.0% 16 $29,266 +90.0%

20 Dominican Republic 4,465 +12.0% 17 $28,832 +28.0%

Total all countries 1,287,259 +21.0% $5,420,723 +33.0%

Source: 2012 USDA, U.S. Meat Export Federation
(*) denotes a country that is a summarization of its component countries.
Editor’s note: A list graphic for top nations that export beef, showing rank for beef & veal exports, total value in 2011, and % 
change from 2010. A secondary ranking can be used for the export leaders of beef variety meats with accommodating ranking

Rank Country

2011 
Beef and 

variety meat 
(in metric tons)

Percent 
change  

from 2010
Rank

2011 
Beef and variety 

meat value 
(in thousands  

of dollars)

Percent 
change  

from 2010

1 Canada 235,594 -20.4% 1 $892,336 -6.1%

2 New Zealand(*) 151,541 -3.3% 3 $689,185 +21.1%

3 Australia(*) 150,524 -20.3% 2 $721,867 -1.1%

4 Mexico 58,213 +46.6% 4 $322,626 +49.5%

5 Nicaragua 41,912 +25.5% 5 $162,384 +56.9%

6 Uruguay 15,781 -8.5% 7 $106,008 +33.2%

7 Brazil 10,837 -28.1% 6 $145,946 +71.6%

8 Argentina 10,266 -2.4% 8 $68,281 +12.0%

9 Costa Rica 6,564 -16.7% 9 $25,779 +0.4%

10 Honduras 6,132 +307.6% 10 $24,614 +415.9%

Total all countries 688,413 -10.4% $3,164,430 +11.7%

Source: 2012 Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics
(*) denotes a country that is a summarization of its component countries.
Editor’s note: A list graphic for top nations that export beef, showing rank for beef & veal exports, total value in 2010, and % 
change from 2009. A secondary ranking can be used for the export leaders of beef variety meats with accommodating ranking

Top 20 countries buying 
U.S. beef products (exports)

U.S. beef products export volume and value

U.S. beef exports to select markets

Top 10 countries shipping 
beef products to the U.S. (imports)

Global trade comparisons
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National herd takes drastic hit from 2011 drought
Progressive Cattleman Editor David Cooper

The drought of 2011 inflicted 
some major cuts in the national beef 
herd, bringing the U.S. beef cow 
total to 29.9 million head, its lowest 
tally since the early 1960s, and a 3.1 
percent drop from 2010. Extreme 
drought conditions in the summer 
scorched the Southwest, bringing 
a selloff of beef herds in the heart 
of cattle country. With pasture and 
forage supplies parched in the region’s 
worst dry stretch in generations, 
Oklahoma’s beef cow total took a 14 
percent dive, followed by Texas and 
New Mexico with their own double-
digit decreases. 

Some of those cows were shipped 
north, as proven by increased beef cow 
numbers in Nebraska, Colorado, Iowa, 
Wyoming and Idaho. The Cornhusker 
state’s beef cow herd jumped 6.3 
percent, lifting it to second-largest 
herd in the nation both for beef herd 
cows and cattle on feed. Kansas 
became the third-largest state with 
beef cow numbers while Oklahoma 
fell to fourth.

Overall cattle/calf inventory 
figures also saw a drop for the fifth 
consecutive year with a Jan. 1 count of 

export nations of Japan, Mexico, South 
Korea and Canada continuing to 
climb above 2010 figures. Shipments 
to Japan jumped to 158,646 metric 
tons, although still not half of where 
volume was to that nation in 2003. 
Korean exports jumped to 154,019 
metric tons, an increase of 36 percent 
over the previous year, but also below 
pre-BSE levels. Canada was the only 
country of the four nations that has 
surpassed import levels of U.S. beef 
compared to 2003, with 191,047 
metric tons brought in during 2011.

Placements and prices
The CME feeder cattle index 

in 2011 surged high through much 
of 2011, easily outpacing the strong 
prices seen in 2010, and even ending 
the year on a high note at around $142 
per hundredweight. In late summer 
the choice-select spread began to 
widen as a major retailer expanded 
its offerings of choice beef in the 
meat aisle. Cattle-on-feed numbers 
also jumped over 2010 figures during 
the fall run, thanks in large part to 
drought-stricken states sending more 
cattle to the feedyards.

90.8 million head, or 2.2 percent less 
than 2011, while the number of cattle 
operations in the U.S. also dropped 1.3 
percent to 922,000 operations.

Global trade
Beef production declines in other 

corners of the livestock world forced 
buyers back to U.S. cattle in 2011, as 
the nation’s export values soared to 
unprecedented levels.

For the first time in decades, U.S. 
exports of beef and veal outpaced 
imports, as the export level hit 
922,683 metric tons of beef and veal. 
That led to a value record of $5.42 
billion, a 32 percent increase over 
2010 exports.

Several key markets surged over 
2011. Mexico’s volume led all partners, 
while Canada’s beef and variety meat 
purchases brought in over $1 billion 
by itself – a 41 percent increase for 
that country over 2010. Russia, Korea, 
Egypt, Japan and Hong Kong also saw 
U.S. beef volumes jump between 25 
and 37 percent in 2011.

Beef continued to stage a slow 
recovery from the 2003 BSE crisis, 
with volume indexes to the four key 

Regional production
The West region was the only 

one to see an increase in its calf 
crop, while both the West and 
South-Central regions hit Jan. 1 with 
increases in cattle on feed. For total 
cattle/calf inventories, the East, West 
and North-Central regions saw small 
increases in total head of cattle. 

100-year history: U.S. cattle & calves inventory
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Market placements and prices

Cattle price indexes and spreads

2009-2011: Monthly cattle on feed, placements and weights
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2011 U.S. beef industry statistics

Jerome, ID — (800) 320-1424 or (208) 324-7513      Mountain Grove, MO — (417) 926-3596      Irvine, CA — (877) 532-4376 or (949) 253-4191

Colorado
749	 +3.0%

Cattle/calves, Corn, Wheat

14,700

187

$3,061,811

2,750

1,170

2,031,000

14

25 

9

6

10

5

7

New Mexico
435	 -10.9%

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Pecans

9,500 

161

$1,688,153

1,390

NA

1,276,000

24

34

11

9

22

NA

10

Arizona
185	 +2.8%

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Lettuce

7,700 

130

$816,172

920

279

543,000

35

36

14

17

32

10

19

Utah
330	 -0.9%

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Hogs

7,600 

112

$311,646

800

26

340,500

28

37

16

31

35

24

27

Wyoming
714	 +2.9%

Cattle/calves, Hay, Hogs

5,600 

234

$863,802

1,360

75

808,000

15

38

5

16

23

19

16

Montana
1,456	 -1.4%

Cattle/calves, Wheat, Hay

12,300 

211

$1,207,605

2,500

32

1,278,000

6

31

7

14

11

23

9

Kansas
1,427	 -3.5%

Cattle/calves, Corn, Wheat

30,000 

222

$7,640,624

6,100

2,370

5,159,000

7

7

6

3

3

3

3

Missouri
1,857 	 -0.4%

Soybeans, Corn, Cattle/calves

59,000 

72

$1,644,076

3,900

55

862,000

3

2

27

10

7

22

13

Arkansas
909 	 -2.1%

Broilers, Rice, Soybeans

28,000 

65

$611,371

1,670

NA

686,000

11

9

29

22

18

NA

17

Mississippi
486	 -1.8%

Broilers, Cattle/calves, Dairy

17,800 

53

$158,021

950

NA

188,000

21

21

36

37

31

NA

34

Tennessee
950	 -4.0%

Broilers, Greenhouse, Dairy

47,000 

45

$586,323

1,970

9

551,000

9

4

42

23

15

29

18

Kentucky
995	 -2.7%

Broilers, Horses, Cattle/calves

44,000 

55

$628,648

2,150

10

478,000

8

5

34

20

14

27

21

Michigan
109	 +10.1%

Dairy, Corn, Soybeans

14,500 

74

$433,661

1,110

150

318,000

38

26

26

28

27

16

29

Ohio
300	 +3.5%

Soybeans, Corn, Dairy

26,000 

48

$412,705

1,280

180

320,000

29

10

40

29

25

14

28

West Virginia
195	 -2.5%

Broilers, Cattle/calves, Turkeys

12,800 

32

$136,736

390

5

105,000

34

29

47

39

38

31

39

New Jersey
8	 -11.1%

Greenhouse, Blueberries, Horses/mules

1,400 

27

$8,898

31

NA

5,500

44

44

48

45

47

NA

46

Pennsylvania
160	 +1.9%

Dairy, Corn, Cattle/calves

26,000 

62

$582,074

1,610

75

440,000

37

10

31

24

19

18

23

New York
100	 +11.1%

Dairy, Greenhouse, Corn

13,600 

106

$253,216

1,410

25

169,000

39

28

18

33

21

25

36

Vermont
10	 +0.0%

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Maple products

2,500 

106

$71,052

260

NA

49,000

43

40

17

41

40

NA

41

New Hampshire
4	 +33.3%

Dairy, Greenhouse, Apples

 1,000 

37

$7,268

35

NA

5,200

48

47

46

46

46

NA

47

Indiana
195	 -8.5%

Corn, Soybeans, Hogs

18,500 

48

$248,461

860

107

218,000

33

19

39

35

33

17

33

Georgia
512	 +2.0%

Broilers, Cotton, Chicken eggs    

21,000 

54

$357,611

1,020

NA

271,000

20

16

35

30

30

NA

30 South Carolina
184	 +0.0%

Broilers, Turkeys, Greenhouse

8,800 

45

$156,501

370

NA

148,000

36

35

41

38

39

NA

37

North Carolina
360	 +1.1%

Broilers, Hogs, Greenhouse

19,200 

43

$279,034

810

NA

229,400

26

18

43

32

34

NA

32

Delaware
3.5	 +0.0%

Broilers, Corn, Soybeans                      

400

55

$5,170

19

NA

4,200

49

48

33

48

48

NA

48

Maryland
 43 	 +2.4%

Broilers, Greenhouse, Dairy

3,700 

53

$75,966

200

10

54,500

41

39

37

40

41

28

40

Connecticut
4.5	 +12.5%

Greenhouse, Dairy, Chicken eggs 

1,200 

42

$12,916

49

NA

10,400

47

45

45

44

44

NA

44

Rhode Island
1.3	 -13.3%

Greenhouse, Dairy, Sweet corn

280

18

$1,255

4.5

NA

1,100

50

49

50

50

50

NA

50

Massachusetts
7	 +27.3%

Greenhouse, Cranberries, Dairy

1,800 

26

$7,075

41

NA

7,000

45

42

49

47

45

NA

45

Maine
10	 -23.1%

Potatoes, Dairy, Aquaculture

2,100 

42

$18,964

86

NA

17,300

42

41

44

43

43

NA

43

Virginia
664	 -1.6%

Broilers, Cattle/calves, Dairy

26,000 

60

$452,337

1,490

23

370,000

16

10

32

26

20

26

26

Alabama
650	 -1.4%

Broilers, Cattle/calves, Chicken eggs

24,000 

51

$443,503

1,210

NA

450,000

17

14

38

27

26

NA

22

Florida
940	 +1.5%

Greenhouse, Oranges, Tomatoes

21,000 

81

$487,618

1,710

NA

231,000

10

16

25

25

16

NA

31

Louisiana
452	 -2.0%

Soybeans, Cane for sugar, Rice

14,100 

63

$227,616

790

NA

127,000

23

27

30

36

36

NA

38

Texas
4,365	 -13.1%

Cattle/calves, Cotton, Broilers

152,000 

89

$11,152,790

11,900

2,950

7,820,000

1

1

22

1

1

1

1

Oklahoma
1,728	 -14.3%

Cattle/calves, Broilers, Hogs

55,000 

98

$3,744,807

4,500

380

2,760,000

4

3

19

4

5

7

4

Idaho
469         +5.2%

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Potatoes

10,600 

208

$1,375,748

2,220

240

1,073,000

22

32

8

11

13

11

11

Nevada
236	 -0.4%

Cattle/calves, Dairy, Hay

1,500 

300

$251,071

470

7

174,000

31

43

2

34

37

30

35

California
620	 +3.3%

Dairy, Greenhouse, Grapes  

16,600 

328

$2,825,125

5,350

510

2,180,000

18

22

1

7

4

6

6

Oregon
547	 -0.4%

Greenhouse, Cattle/calves, Dairy

16,100 

85

$633,484

1,300

70

413,000

19

23

24

19

24

20

24

Washington
217	 -6.9%

Apples, Dairy, Wheat

12,700 

86

$701,599

1,110

235

505,000

32

30

23

18

28

13

20

Alaska
5.5         +7.8%

Greenhouse, Hay, Cattle/calves

130

119

$2,169

13

NA

1,800

46

50

15

49

49

NA

49

Hawaii
78.1         -1.1%

Greenhouse, Cane for sugar, Cattle/calves

1,100

138

$46,369

140

NA

22,000

40

46

12

42

42

NA

42

United States
29,883	 -3.1%

Cattle/calves, Corn, Soybeans

922,000

99.5

$62,925,469

90,769

14,121

45,322,300

West region
Cattle/calves (# of head)	 20,323,000 
   Calf crop	  8,509,000
   Cattle on feed	  2,644,000
   Cattle marketings	   10,645,300
   Calf marketings	   2,095,700
Cattle/calves operations	  116,130
   100-499 head (operations)	  17,040
   500+ head (operations)	  7,800
Cash receipts	 $13,784,754,000

North-Central region
Cattle/calves (# of head)	  22,520,000 
   Calf crop	  7,760,000
   Cattle on feed	  5,040,000
   Cattle marketings	   12,622,400
   Calf marketings	   1,318,800
Cattle/calves operations	  156,700
   100-499 head (operations)	  43,100
   500+ head (operations)	  8,800
Cash receipts	  $18,294,418,000

South-Central region
Cattle/calves (# of head)	  28,860,000 
   Calf crop	  10,915,000
   Cattle on feed	  5,755,000
   Cattle marketings	   17,414,000
   Calf marketings	   2,013,000
Cattle/calves operations	  338,100
   100-499 head (operations)	  50,800
   500+ head (operations)	  8,600
Cash receipts	  $25,021,284,000

East region
Cattle/calves (# of head)	  19,065,500 
   Calf crop	  8,129,200
   Cattle on feed	  594,000
   Cattle marketings	   4,640,600
   Calf marketings	   3,101,500
Cattle/calves operations	   354,580 
   100-499 head (operations)	  38,360
   500+ head (operations)	  4,360
Cash receipts	  $5,825,013,000

Legend

State ranking-  
cattle/calves inventory

Cattle/calves inventory
(in thousands)

State ranking-
cattle/calves operations

Percentage 
increase/decrease in 
beef cows
2011-2012

State ranking-
cash receipts

State ranking-  
cattle on feed

State ranking-
beef cows

State ranking-  
cattle marketings

Cattle on feed 
(in thousands)

Beef cows
(in thousands)

Cattle marketings
(in thousands of head)

Cattle/calves operations

Average operation size
(# of head)

Cash receipts
(in thousands)

State ranking-
average operation size
(# of head)

Missouri
1,857	 -0.4% 	

Soybeans, Corn, Cattle/calves

59,000

72

$1,644,076

3,900

55

862,000

3

2

27

10

7

22

13

Dairy, Cattle/calves, Greenhouse

Corn, Soybeans, Cattle/calves

Cattle/calves, Corn, Soybean

Broilers, Dairy, Corn

North Dakota
862	 -2.1%

Wheat, Soybeans, Cattle/calves

10,500 

172

$902,168

1,690

60

814,000

13

33

10

15

17

21

15

South Dakota
1,610	 +0.0%

Corn, Cattle/calves, Soybeans

15,700 

236

$2,222,066

3,650

320

1,712,000

5

24

4

8

8

8

8

Minnesota
365	 +1.4%

Corn, Soybeans, Hogs

25,000 

96

$1,288,785

2,360

310

918,000

25

13

20

12

12

9

12

Iowa
895	 +6.6%

Corn, Hogs, Soybeans

30,000 

133

$3,411,959

3,900

1,300

2,283,000

12

7

13

5

6

4

5

Wisconsin
265	 +0.0%

Dairy, Corn, Cattle/calves

35,000 

96

$1,235,729

3,400

240

851,000

30

6

21

13

9

11

14

Illinois
331 	 -6.0%

Corn, Soybeans, Hogs

18,500 

66

$618,733

1,070

160

398,400

27

19

28

21

29

15

25

Nebraska
1,884	 +6.3%

Cattle/calves, Corn, Soybeans

22,000 

293

$8,614,978

6,450

2,650

5,646,000

2

15

3

2

2

2

2

Source: USDA 2012 statistics

* Data from 2007. 
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